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acute angle which is connected with the vocal chord, and
to which we gave the name of vocal process.

The manner in which the different relations and
forces described above together effect the resulting mus-
cular action, will be best seen from an analysis of the
largest of these muscles, the tkyro-arytenoid. This
muscle arises from the posterior surface of the thyroid
cartilage, close to the attachment of the vocal chords,
and is inserted into the greater part of the anterior
surface of the arytenoid cartilage ; a line connecting the
central point of origin and of its insertion, which will

FIG. 14.

Muscles of the arytenoid cartilages. The muscular processes (e) prolonged to show
the muscles more distinctly, a, Transverse arytenoid; b, thyro-arytenoid; c, anterior
crico-arytenoid; <Z, posterior crico arytenoid.

at the same time give the direction in which the muscle
pulls, will therefore ascend outwards. The action of the
muscle, if unimpeded, must, therefore, be to bring the
central point of its insertion, that is, about the middle of
the anterior surface of the arytenoid cartilage, into a
straight line with the point of attachment of the vocal
chord upon the plate of the cricoid cartilage, and with
the central point of the origin of the muscle upon the
thyroid cartilage. The cartilage, viewed from above,
will then rotate in such a manner that its anterior
margin and vocal process will be forced considerably